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trade
of
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Lenovo
IdeaPad U110

The Lenovo IdeaPad
U110 is one of three new
IdeaPad notebooks
released earlier this year.
The U110 is an ultraportable (small and lightweight), 11-inch widescreen notebook PC.
At 2.3 pounds, it’s both
lighter and thinner than
the MacBook Air, but the
screen is a couple of
inches smaller. Another
distinctive element of the
IdeaPad’s design is the red
aluminum alloy top and
textured design. It’s also
available in black. The
U110 has VeriFace™ Face
Recognition for secure
log-in that uses the builtin camera and special
software to give you an
alternative to memorizing
passwords. The frameless
LCD glossy screen reaches
to the edges of the cover,
64
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and there’s Dolby® Home
Theater™ audio. The row
of multimedia controls is
at the top of the keyboard
and is invisible until you
touch them. The Active
Protection System continuously monitors movement of the notebook and
stops the hard drive to
help protect against damage when a fall or similar
event is detected. Battery
management software lets
you temporarily adjust
system performance in situations when you need
more time. The processor
is an Intel Core 2 Duo
L7500, and the system
runs Vista Home Premium. There’s 2GB of RAM
and a 120GB hard drive.
www.lenovo.com/ideas

Ergotech’s Convertible
Monitor Arm is a multiscreen mounting rig for
adding a second flat-panel
monitor to double the
width of the spreadsheets,
trading displays, technical
plans, or any other application or website you’re
working on. You can set
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up the second screen without tools. A patented
multi-adjustment, quickrelease pivot and improved
cable management system
enables fast mounting or
removal as well as flexible
positioning of the screens
for optimal viewing angle
and comfort. The Convertible Arm can be
attached securely to a desk
or wall, without tools,
using the hardware supplied with the unit. The
expanding arm, which can
extend to hold multiple
monitors up to 25 pounds
on each mounting pivot,
can fold back out of the
way. Cables are held in
place with the cable clips
arranged on the unit. The
Convertible Monitor Arm
is available in black or silver and has a limited lifetime guarantee.
Ergotech has an entire
line of monitor solutions
and multi-screen systems
for mounting up to 15
screens for call centers,
medical monitoring stations, and corporate offices.
www.ergotechgroup.com

Your iPod video might be
a wonder, but it wouldn’t
hurt to have a docking
station that you could use
to take advantage of a
larger screen. The Philips
DCP951 is just that and
more. It’s a docking station for your iPod Touch,
Classic, Nano 3rd and 5th
Generation, and it has a
nine-inch (diagonal) color
LCD screen with antiglare
polarizer. You can also
play DVDs, DVD+ R and
RW, VCDs, MPEG4
movies, and DivX videos.
There’s a slot for SD/
MMC memory cards for
turning the video dock
into a photo slideshow
player with zoom, pan,
and rotate controls. It’s

Ergotech
Convertible
Monitor Arm
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Rent-free Office Space Available Online ◆

Michael Castelluccio, Editor

■ SOMEWHERE OUT IN THAT SEA OF CABLES and server

(“PCs for Five C’s”) listed a number of brand-name lap-

islands there’s a small office space waiting for you to tack

tops and desktops available for about the same price as

up your nameplate alongside the door. It’s modest, but it

the Office software. An Acer Aspire AM3100 or Toshiba

does have several file cabinets and a desktop where you

Satellite A215 could be had for the price of the applica-

can work at any time during the day or night, Saturdays,

tion. You could then load it up with OpenOffice.org’s free

and Sundays. On a shelf next to the desk, there’s a whole

Office Suite, which includes a word processor (Writer),

library of software that, like the office, is also free for you

spreadsheet (Calc), presentations (Impress), graphics

to use.

(Draw), and database (Base), and how far ahead would

Don’t believe it? Well then just hop on a bus (the inter-

you be? The latest version of OpenOffice is 2.4, and it’s

nal bus connecting your CPU and internal memory will do),

not a late-comer patched together by freelancers in their

and commute out to Zoho.com, docs.google.com, or Think-

spare time. The suite was begun 20 years ago in Ger-

Free.com. Bring your nameplate with you. You can get to

many. Recently it was purchased by Sun Microsystems,

these locations from anywhere—your home desktop, your

which now guides its development. It’s available for sever-

laptop at the airport, even from a friend’s computer.

al platforms, including Windows, Linux, UNIX, and Mac.
(www.openoffice.org)
Even if you have an office suite you’re happy with

The Big Picture
Desktop software is very expensive. A copy of Microsoft

already running on your hard drive, there are Web apps

Office Professional 2007 Full Version is $499.95. For a

that will provide an online “office” that you can visit when-

little perspective, a recent article on HardwareCentral.com

Philips DCP 951

called a dock because your
iPod plugs into a sliding
panel that slips into the
Philips player—out of the
way but with all the contents of the iPod available
through a menu that
makes downloaded music,
TV shows, and movies
from the iTunes store
available on its larger
screen in Dolby digital

sound. There’s a kickstand
on the back of the unit,
and the front
controls include
play/pause and
skip buttons and
a four-way rocker
menu control.
The built-in rechargeable
battery offers 2.5 hours of
playback, and there’s a car
adapter to extend the time.
www.consumer.philips.com
In her latest book, Web
2.0: A Strategy Guide
from O’Reilly, author
Amy Shuen explains the
differences between Web
1.0 and its boom and
bust and Web 2.0 with its
“for free” strategies and
network effects. She

continued on next page

explains how Google can
give away almost everything it offers at no cost
and yet have a stock market valuation of almost
$200 billion; how twoyear-old Flickr, a free photo-sharing site, was worth
$40 million to Yahoo!;
and how Facebook was
worth the equivalent of
$15 billion to Microsoft.
Her analysis goes beyond
the academic because she
explains how others can
apply the same strategies
to their businesses. And
rather than focus on the
technology, something
O’Reilly books are very
good at, Shuen looks at
the effects of various Web
2.0 strategies. She shows

how creating a Web 2.0
business, or integrating
Web 2.0 strategies with
your existing business,
means creating places
online where people
come together to share
what they think, see, and
do. www.oreilly.com
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continued from p. 65
ever you want, and the applications
and files you create with them won’t
take up any space on your computer.
And there’s also the ability to collaborate with others online.
But before we look at what’s available, there are a few caveats for
these online suites—four, in fact.
Speedy connection. Unlike
OpenOffice, which hops onto your

suite (17 applications) of the

hard drive as it looks for old files or

three, and it has racked up a

tools in the program, the Web-hosted

number of awards. It was recog-

applications wait for instructions and

nized in this year’s 2008 Web-

requests from you as you type, draw,

ware 100 Awards as one of the

or calculate. If you don’t have a rela-

best Web 2.0 sites, and it

tively speedy line, you might need a

received a 2008 PC World 25

few Zen exercises to fill in the

Most Innovative Products award.

extended response times.
Glitches. There will be snags.

defines the program on its FAQ page:

sole). Full descriptions and trials are
available at www.zoho.com.
ThinkFree’s “Boundless Office” is

Depending on your browser and OS,

“Zoho is a suite of online applica-

composed of three applications—

you might find functions that will

tions (services) that you sign up for

word processing, spreadsheet, and

hang up or file formats that don’t

and access from our Website. The

presentations. These are available

play well with others.

applications are free for individuals

over wired or wireless connections,

Safety. You shouldn’t forget that

and some have a subscription fee for

and they come with a 1GB Web Disk

you’re depending on someone else,

organizations. Our vision is to provide

at no cost. That’s the My Office part.

to whom you pay nothing or very lit-

our customers (individuals, students,

There’s also the Workspace side,

tle, so even though your files and e-

educators, non-profits, small and

which is for collaborative work and

mail are available every single time

medium-sized businesses) with the

sharing. Computerworld tested the

you look to open them, back up

most comprehensive set of applica-

Zoho, Google, and ThinkFree suites

what’s important on your own drives

tions available anywhere (breadth);

last year, and its final recommenda-

or CD/DVDs. It doesn’t look like

and for those applications to have

tion was for ThinkFree’s Office

Google will go the way of Pets.com,

enough features (depth) to make

because of its superior compatibility.

and the server farms the company is

your user experience worthwhile.”

The suite works well with .DOC,

creating are among the largest on

Zoho has free versions of all its soft-

.DOCX, .XLS, .PPT, and .PPTX, and this

the planet, but still save a copy of

ware, including the business-oriented

year it will expand its coverage for

those files you really need.

apps. Boldly, they say, “This will

mobile devices. www.thinkfree.com

Privacy. When Google, Zoho, or
ThinkFree set up your ether-office,

66

The home company, AdventNet,

never change.”
The productivity and collaboration

And finally there’s Google’s suite,
which includes its large storage-

they require passwording so you have

apps include: Writer, Sheet, Show,

capacity e-mail service Gmail, Calen-

a key to the office. If, however, you

Notebook, Wiki, Planner, Chat, Start

dar, Talk, and Google Docs, which

are very uncomfortable about storing

(a dashboard for your documents),

gives you word processing, spread-

your documents on someone else’s

and Zoho Mail. There are also eight

sheets, and presentations. Of the

servers, these may not be right for

business applications: Projects,

Google offerings, Computerworld con-

you. Or you might use the office on

CRM, Invoice, Meeting, Creator (data-

cluded, “Simple, straightforward, and

occasion for only casual work.

base), DB & Reports, People (people

elegant, Google Docs and Spread-

and recruitment management), and

sheets fit the bill for basic word pro-

Behind Door #1

Business (single sign-on and

cessing and number crunching.”

Zoho has the most comprehensive

company-level administration con-

http://docs.google.com ■
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