tools
trade
of
the

The Sony PRS-700
Digital Book Reader
was released in midNovember. Like its two
predecessors, the PRS700 has a six-inch
E Ink® display, which
offers a high-resolution
paper-like image that
can be read in direct
sunlight. The improved processor turns
pages faster, but the
two major enhancements are the interactive
touch screen and a builtin light for reading in low
light and darkness. You
can slide your finger over
the screen to turn pages or
tap a page to set a bookmark. A virtual keyboard
lets you annotate text,
highlight, and execute
searches. There are five
choices for text size, and a
two-hour full battery
charge will turn up to
7,500 continuous pages.
Internal memory holds
about 350 books, and
there are two slots for
Memory Stick Duo or SD
memory cards for virtually unlimited storage. Less
58
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Sony PRS-700 Reader

applications and mashups
of existing and new services. The G1 has full
touch-screen functionality
and a slide-out QWERTY
keyboard. One-touch
access to Google apps
includes Search, Google
Maps Street View,
YouTube, instant messaging, Gmail, and other programs. An app called
ShopSavvy lets you scan in
a barcode and returns
online prices as well as
those in local shops. You
can also read reviews and

save or share a wishlist.
Another program, called
BreadCrumz, lets you
build step-by-step mapping directions, and EcoRio will keep track of your
daily carbon footprint
with suggestions about
improving your relationship with the planet. Full
Web browsing enables all
the Google apps, usually
with one-touch access.
T-Mobile has set up a collaborative online forum
strictly for G1 users.
www.T-Mobile.com

than 0.5" thick, the approximately 5" ✕ 7" reader
weighs only 10 ounces.
Books are available at the
Sony eBookstore, and
other readable formats
include PDFs, Word,
and plain text.
www.sonystyle.com
The T-Mobile G1 phone
with Google is the first
Android™-powered
mobile phone. The
Android Market is a
worldwide developer’s
network that hosts unique
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T-Mobile G1
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The Economic Recovery Will Require a
Smarter Planet ◆ Michael Castelluccio, Editor
■ AT A RECENT COUNCIL ON FOREIGN RELATIONS
meeting in New York City, IBM Chairman and CEO Sam

these physical systems.
What we used to describe as the “multinational” com-

Palmisano compared the current economic crisis to the

pany has morphed into the globally integrated enterprise.

American Depression of the 1930s. And just as the New

Global integration has changed not only the corporate

Deal programs built out infrastructure to deal with that

model, Palmisano explains, but it has changed the

collapse, Palmisano believes that we need to address

nature of work itself. “We see now that the movement of

integration within and between our systems to get out of

information, work, and capital across developed and

the current mess. We need smarter power grids, smarter

developing nations constitutes just one aspect of global

highway systems, better food distribution, and water con-

integration. Our eyes have been opened to global climate

servation. Not surprising, the IBM CEO sees computer

change and to the geopolitical issues surrounding ener-

intelligence as the transformative force to improve all

gy. We have been made aware of global supply chains for
continued on next page

Digital Foci
Pocket Album

Digital Foci’s Pocket
Album Deluxe OLED 2.8
(PAD-280) stores more
than 4,000 digital photos
on its 128MB internal
flash memory. The Photo
Manager Software converts images from five
native formats—JPG,
TIFF, GIF, PNG, and
BMP—and is PC and Mac
compatible. The images
can be viewed in an auto
or manual slideshow with
time intervals from five
seconds up to 15 minutes,
changing with any of five

different transitions. The
2.8-inch active matrix
OLED screen has a highcontrast ratio of 10,000:1.
For editing, there’s a folder view with multiple
thumbnails, and a clock
and calendar view uses a
full-screen image as background. The rechargeable
lithium battery will run
five hours on a charge.
The Pocket Album is
available in three colors—
red, sky blue, and
charcoal—and comes with
an acrylic viewing stand,
wrist strap, and protective
carrying case.
www.digitalfoci.com
KeyScan’s KS810 is a
keyboard with a built-in,
full-page color scanner.
Occupying the same space
on your desk as a standard
keyboard, KeyScan’s sheetfeed scanner quickly scans
black-and-white and color

documents of various
sizes—from business
cards to sheets up to
8.5" ✕ 30". A full-page
scan takes about five
seconds for a 300 dpi,
grayscale document. The
NoTouch-AutoScan software lets you activate and
complete the scanning
process without pressing
any buttons. Just insert
the sheet, and the automatic feeder opens the
application. You set the
preferences so the scanned document can
become a searchable PDF
e-mail attachment, just a
copy, or a fax. There are
four hotkeys at the top of
the keyboard for onetouch File, Copy, E-mail,
or Fax choices. Documents can be scanned
with an output resolution up to 4,800 dpi and
a true-optical resolution
of 600 dpi. KeyScan’s soft-

ware uses the IRIS OCR
engine for word recognition to render the images
into editable documents.
Typical business applications include scanning
contracts, receipts, business cards, medical
records, insurance forms,
photographs, and
brochures.
www.keyscan.com

KeyScan Keyboard Scanner
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continued from p. 59
food and medicine. We are all now
connected—economically, technically,
and socially.”
This is the flat networked world of
Thomas Friedman—a planet that
gets flatter and smarter with each
passing year. In order to fix current
collapses in the system, we need to
address the grids. Palmisano sees
the current crisis as a great opportunity. “The importance of this
moment,” he notes, “is that the key

IBM’s Sam Palmisano

precondition for real change now
exists.”
How Do You Make a Planet

smart traffic system in Stockholm

Palmisano notes that the end

that has created 20% less traffic

result is the convergence of digital

and others being tried in London,

There are three conditions that are

and physical infrastructures around

Brisbane, and Singapore. Intelligent

making all the systems smarter.

the world.

oil field technologies are improving

At this point in his address to the

well productivity, and smart food

more instrumented. Palmisano

Council, Palmisano turned his atten-

systems, from farm to supply chain

points out that by 2010 there will be

tion to some rather disturbing holes

to supermarket shelves, and smart

one billion transistors per human,

in the network. The loss of electri-

healthcare systems are creating

with each device costing one ten-mil-

cal energy in electrical power grids

efficiencies for large and small

lionth of a cent. At the end of this

has been logged in at 40% to 70%

enterprises.

year, he says, there will likely be four

around the world. The number of

billion phone subscribers, and within

hours lost and gas wasted on con-

energy grids, supply chains, and

two years there will be 30 billion

gested highways have been estimat-

water management,” the IBM CEO

Radio Frequency Identification tags.

ed to cost $78 billion annually in

concluded. This is not a time to hun-

That’s a lot of connectivity. Sensors

the U.S. Inefficient supply chains

ker down and ride out the storm. He

are everywhere, “embedded across

lose $40 billion annually. His criti-

added, “A period of discontinuity is,

entire ecosystems—supply chains,

cism of our antiquated healthcare

for those with courage and vision, a

healthcare networks, cities…even

system includes the claim that “It

period of opportunity. Over the next

natural systems like rivers.”

isn’t a ‘system’ at all. It doesn’t

couple of years, there will be win-

link from diagnosis, to drug discov-

ners, and there will be losers. And

connected. For this reality, Palmisano

ery, to healthcare deliverers, to

though it may not be easy to see

points to the nearly two billion peo-

insurers, to employers.” The plan-

now, I believe we will see new lead-

ple on the Internet and the prospect

et’s water supply is reaching critical

ers emerge who win not by surviving

of “a trillion connected and intelli-

stages in parts of the world, and

the storm but by changing the

gent things—cars, appliances, cam-

half the population of the planet

game.”

eras, roadways, pipelines…even

doesn’t have adequate sanitation.

pharmaceuticals and livestock.”

He ended with the crisis in our

says one thing is clear: “The world

financial markets: “Financial institu-

will continue to become smaller,

2. The world is becoming inter-

PHOTOGRAPH: COURTESY OF IBM

place. Palmisano described the

making our systems smarter.”
Smarter?

1. The world is becoming ever

60

that can be translated into action,

3. All things are becoming intelli-

“Smart systems are transforming

Beyond the recovery, Palmisano

gent. End-user devices are connect-

tions spread risk but weren’t able to

flatter…and smarter. We are moving

ed to back-end systems, and,

track risk—and that uncertainty,

into the age of the globally integrated

combined with advanced analytics,

that lack of knowing with precision,

and intelligent economy, society, and

“Those supercomputers can turn

undermined confidence.”

planet. The question is, ‘What will we

mountains of data into intelligence
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There are solutions already in

do with that?’”

■

