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S T R AT E G I C F I N A N C E

I

he Institute of Management Accountants (IMA®) and, subsequently, the
Certified Management Accountant (CMA®)
certification are my best mistakes! In my
senior year in college, when I expressed
interest in continuing my career in accounting, I was advised by my colleagues and professors to look into the Certified Public
Accountant (CPA) certification. I wasn’t
impressed by the stoic website, antiquated
means of communication, or rigid exam
eligibility criteria. I was searching for a
“student-friendly” association of accounting
professionals and, hence, was pleasantly surprised when I stumbled across IMA.
I was very relieved to find that all the
information I needed was available on the
easy-to-navigate and up-to-date website and
impressed with the other membership benefits, such as the ability to communicate using
my personal e-mail account, having my questions answered quickly by representatives via
phone or e-mail, and the opportunity to earn
the CMA designation, which offers me the
flexibility to obtain experience and finish my
education while or after passing the four
exam sections. Upon validating the authenticity of the association, I immediately signed
up for my discounted student membership.
Today I am indeed proud to be part of an
association that realizes the potential and
supports the ambition of young professionals. IMA is a forward-thinking association
that realizes we all have great potential in
the accounting and finance fields, regardless
of our backgrounds. It understands that an
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individual’s career shouldn’t be measured by
what they have done or where they have
been and recognizes the commitment that a
person demonstrates to self-improvement
and advancement.
I am currently studying for Part 1 of the
CMA exam, and I am positive that the designation will set me apart from my peers,
position me for career advancement, and
attest to my commitment and aptitude in
accounting and finance. I continue to be
pleasantly surprised by IMA through its
publication, Strategic Finance. I am delighted to have access to information and professionals, from outgoing Chair Frederick
Schea’s blog to the newly launched LinkUp
IMA to IMA’s presence on LinkedIn. I gain
knowledge from insightful articles such as
Bijan Tabatabai’s “Producing Reliable Forecasts” in the June 2009 issue and Bill Jelen’s
continuous Excel training. The Salary Survey in the June issue particularly painted a
glowing picture of the CMA designation in
the job market.
As beneficiaries of IMA memberships, we
have the obligation to market this wonderful organization at our places of work, institutions of higher education, and anywhere
professionals congregate. Because our
careers are advanced by IMA, we can convincingly speak to others about the good
that IMA membership can do in theirs. We
can ensure that students don’t accidentally
stumble across IMA but rather have it presented to them not only as a viable alternative but also as a shrewd option. SF

