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XBRL and Big Data
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What Is Big Data?
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Challenges
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also a lack of qualified per-

to perform Big Data analysis,
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Big Data analysis.
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making sense of Big Data

can manage such an analysis.

because most of it is

Other technologies are being

unstructured, which makes it

developed to analyze unstruc-

difficult to organize, catego-

tured data and are expected to

rize, and analyze. Unstruc-

answer this need.

tured data means that the

Because XBRL is a structured

information contains no

data language that provides a

identifiable structure or

context and format to data, it’s

identifier—it isn’t formatted.

well positioned for Big Data

As a result, computer soft-

analysis. Its major use today is

ware can’t read the data. This is in con-

government regulatory reporting, such

trast to structured data like XBRL that

mind the saying “garbage in, garbage

as the SEC’s 2009 XBRL Reporting Man-

matches a data element to an XBRL tag

out.” Expensive Big Data models and

date. For XBRL to play a major role in

that is computer readable. For example,

analysis are useless if the underlying data

the Big Data analytics equation, how-

the U.S. GAAP Taxonomy’s tag for

is unreliable.

ever, broader adoption of XBRL for

Accounts Receivable Gross Current is

ILLUSTRATION: AUGUST STEIN/ARTVILLE

business information is necessary to be
able to leverage the rich sources of busi-
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Strategies for
Harnessing Big Data
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